
However, Stand Establishment Can Still Be Better under Cover Residue
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Need to Look at Broader Picture

Can sand-blasting be 

more damaging? 



July 2024, Martin County, TX 

What would be more damagingðwireworms or sand? 



Number of dead seedlings (from sand 
blasting) way higher with no cover residue 
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ÅCover crops do favor wireworm survival (food & shelter)

ÅNeed to weigh the impact on pest populations against agronomic benefits 

(reduced sand damage and erosion)

ÅBalancing act with proper cover crop management



MANAGEMENT

First few weeks of a cotton 

plantôs life are the most 

important 



ïChoose insecticide seed treatments (e.g. imidacloprid) (inconsistent performance but still 

best bait as a preventative tactic)

ïAdd at-plant treatment (e.g. in-furrow AgLogic,  AdmirePro, pyrethroids))

Facilitate quicker emergence & reduce exposure time

Photo: Pat Porter



Company Cotton Seed Brand Seed Treatment Package Offered
Insecticide Active Ingredient (at 

standard rate) 

Bayer CropScience DeltaPine Acceleron Basic X

Acceleron Standard imidacloprid

Acceleron Elite imidacloprid

BASF FiberMax, Stoneville Core Seed Treatment Package X*

Prime Seed Treatment Package imidacloprid

Corteva AgriScience PhytoGen PhytoGen TRiO imidacloprid

Americot NexGen CottolyST Base X

CottolyST IMI+ imidacloprid, acephate

CottolyST Enhanced imidacloprid, acephate

CottolyST Premier imidacloprid

Syngenta Avicta Elite Cotton imidacloprid + thiamethoxam

*imidacloprid at storage rate

EXAMPLES OF SEED TREATMENT PACKAGES IN COTTON



Fallowing can help reducing numbers--

control weeds!

For established populations, summer fallowing may not suffice 

Older larvae can go without food for several months and resume feeding when the crop is planted. 

Helps starve young wireworms by cutting off their food supply



Plant small grains (e.g. sorghum, winter wheat) with 

insecticide seed treatments (e.g. Teraxxa/Broflanilide) 

that control wireworms


