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Highly valuable oil in food market, but 

also a premium oil for biodiesel 

Winter canola heavily researched in 

Oklahoma due to weed pressure in 

wheat 

Roundup Ready winter canola available 

Also hybrid winter canola 

USDA is funding winter canola work in 

Texas & New Mexico High Plains 

Why Winter Canola, Why Now? 



      Dryland  

 

Ŷ Curry Co., NM 

Irrigated 

Hale Co., TX 
Typical appearance after as winter is 
concluding.  Key is the viability of the  
growing point, that is has survived.  



Roundup Ready Seed block 

Dumas, TXð2008 



Canola Issues & Questions 

Where is the market? (ADM, Lubbock) 

Rotation issues & canola volunteer in other crops? 

Shattering losses and how to harvest? 

Can I graze canola?  Otherwise producers are 
giving up the forage potential of small grains. 

Varieties: 

üRoundup Ready varieties:  may have yield drag 

üSulfonyl urea (SU) tolerant 

üHybrids 

How does canola compare with wheat? 

üSimilar production conditions:  ~80% of bushels 
(wheat is 60 lbs./bu, winter canola is 50 lbs./bu) 



Is lack of grazing in winter 

canola a limitation? 
If you graze wheat a lot, then will going to 

canola may leave a gap in your grazing 

needs? 

Most advice from Oklahoma State Univ. and 

especially the seed companies suggests no 

grazing 

üAlso, seed treatments are not labeled for 

grazing 

Can achieve some grazing benefit, but must 

be lightly grazed and probably stop a couple 

of weeks prior to wheat jointing (~mid-Feb.) 



Moore Co., 

2013 
 



Common winter canola 
appearance.  The purple color is 
from cold weather effects on 
pigmentation, not P or K deficiency. 

Common winter canola 
appearance.  Purple color is 
from cold weather effects 
on pigmentation, not P or K 
deficiency. 



Mid-December, 2012; Sherman Co., TX 



Picture Series, Sherman Co., TX 

Feb. 2013ðafter beautiful 6-8ò tall 

foliage, Dec. 2012 



 

You start to notice a little 
greené 



 

The key is the crowns have 
survived.  This crop will be 
OK. 



 

Crown survival from cold 
that froze back all foliage.  
These plants are OK. 



ÅParmer Co., Texas, Feb. 20, 2015 

ÅEarly wheat for grazing (early Sept. 

planting) vs. late Sept. winter canola 



Canola rows to right of hat and two 
rows to the left are a slightly elevated 
ridge of soilðalmost no survival.  
Canola in low spot is better (left row, 
2nd row to the right).  



 

Canola struggling for 
survival, Parmer Co., 2015.  
Plants in low spots tend to 
survive the cold better.  


