




October 13: Dr. Vanessa Corriher-Olson

Brassica & Other Forbs

September 8: Dr. Jason Banta

Winter Feeding & Supplementation
Considerations

ALL PROGRAMS START AT 6 PM
To register, click the TITLE of each program or scan QR Code

AG IN 
THE EVENING

2026 virtual Zoom Educational Series  programs brought to
you by the Extension offices of Houston & Gregg Counties

Educational programs of the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service are open to all people without regard to race, color, sex, disability, religion, age, or
national origin, genetic information or veteran status. The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners

Courts of Texas Cooperating. Anyone needing special assistance at an Extension Program should contact the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Office at
936.544.7502 at least one week prior to the program or event. 

August 11: Dr. Vanessa Corriher-Olson
Winter Pasture Options

Previous recordings
available by clicking photo

More Ag in the Evening Topics coming in
January 2027

https://agrilife.zoom.us/meeting/register/oxZv63E7QtaUaLSy06D9Lw
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLM_IQA8SvVjp3_V0ybr6zQbVmd4Gho8QI
https://agrilife.zoom.us/meeting/register/yOlaee71QIW4-6Z_hPgnKw
https://agrilife.zoom.us/meeting/register/yOlaee71QIW4-6Z_hPgnKw
https://agrilife.zoom.us/meeting/register/JwcvKA3zTRuUYyawtUdlGA
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South Central: Things to consider when
selecting bulls
Jason Banta (/authors/684-jason-banta)
January 20, 2026

Now is bull buying season for many operations. When it comes to selecting bulls, there are
several factors to consider. Additionally, some factors that should be emphasized will vary
depending on the type of operation and how cattle are marketed.

For all operations, it is important to evaluate traits that affect the ability of a bull to stay in
the herd and successfully breed cows. One of these traits is structural soundness. If bulls are
lame, it will reduce their ability to breed cows. There are several things that affect structural
soundness. Two of the most important to look at are rear leg structure and the shape of a
bull’s feet (especially claw shape). If a bull’s rear legs are too straight, it puts additional pres-
sure on his hocks when he mounts cows for breeding. This can cause pain, which reduces his
desire to breed. Poor claw shape can lead to abnormal hoof growth that results in lameness
and increased culling rates. Several major breed associations have good publications with ex-
amples of what to look for in terms of foot shape.

It is also important to evaluate a bull’s sheath design and if he has a lazy prepuce and how se-
vere it is. Bulls with a lazy prepuce, especially if it is severe, are generally more likely to get a
prepuce or penis injury that can affect their ability to breed.

Disposition is another factor important for all operations to evaluate. Bulls with poor dispo-
sitions are more likely to hurt someone, hurt themselves or damage equipment and fences.
Additionally, wild calves from a bull with a poor disposition are likely to shrink more when
they are sold.

When it comes to selecting for growth, expected progeny differences (EPDs) are better indi-
cators than just a bull’s actual weaning or yearling weight. Additionally, yearling weight
EPDs are probably a better selection tool than weaning weight EPDs. Based on data from the
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American Angus Association, the heritability estimate for yearling weight is 0.42, compared
with only 0.28 for weaning weight.

More growth is not always better. Increased growth is highly correlated to increased mature
cow size. This can result in producing replacement females that are too big to fit their envi-
ronment. Additionally, growth of calves may not be limited by genetic potential but instead
by the available forage resources and the ability of an operation to add weight to calves cost
effectively.
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