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Calf Price Trends
Trend of the Highest Price Reported for Various Weight Calves, Average of 6 East & Central Texas Livestock Auctions

Chart created by Dr. Jason Banta, Extension Beef Cattle Specialist
For a weekly email copy of this chart please email amsensing@ag.tamu.edu or contact a Texas A&M AgriLife County Extension Agent
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Packer Cow PriceTrends 
Trend of High and Low Prices Reported for Packer Cows, Average of 6 East  & Central Texas Livestock Auctions

Chart created by Dr. Jason Banta, Extension Beef Cattle Specialist
For a weekly email copy of this chart please email amsensing@ag.tamu.edu or contact a Texas A&M AgriLife County Extension Agent



	

• food	safety	
• cattle	and	beef	quality		
• environmental	stewardship	
• animal	handling	and	well	being	

	

• needle	and	syringe	selection	
• proper	injection	technique	
• vaccine	handling	
• residue	avoidance	

	

Tuesday,	September	15,	2026	
Red	River	Valley	Fair	Grounds	
570	Rita	Haynes	Blvd.	Paris,	TX	
www.texasbeefquality.com	

	

Registration		 			 10:00	AM	 	
Program	starts		 10:30	AM	
Lunch	served			 	 	
Conclude	around	 	3:00	PM	 	

Beef	Quality	Assurance	Training	

Topics	Include	
	

No	Cost	to	Attend	
Please	RSVP	to:		

Lamar	County	Texas	A&M	AgriLife	Extension	at	903-737-2443	



October 13: Dr. Vanessa Corriher-Olson

Brassica & Other Forbs

September 8: Dr. Jason Banta

Winter Feeding & Supplementation
Considerations

ALL PROGRAMS START AT 6 PM
To register, click the TITLE of each program or scan QR Code

AG IN 
THE EVENING

2026 virtual Zoom Educational Series  programs brought to
you by the Extension offices of Houston & Gregg Counties

Educational programs of the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service are open to all people without regard to race, color, sex, disability, religion, age, or
national origin, genetic information or veteran status. The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners

Courts of Texas Cooperating. Anyone needing special assistance at an Extension Program should contact the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Office at
936.544.7502 at least one week prior to the program or event. 

August 11: Dr. Vanessa Corriher-Olson
Winter Pasture Options

Previous recordings
available by clicking photo

More Ag in the Evening Topics coming in
January 2027

https://agrilife.zoom.us/meeting/register/oxZv63E7QtaUaLSy06D9Lw
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLM_IQA8SvVjp3_V0ybr6zQbVmd4Gho8QI
https://agrilife.zoom.us/meeting/register/yOlaee71QIW4-6Z_hPgnKw
https://agrilife.zoom.us/meeting/register/yOlaee71QIW4-6Z_hPgnKw
https://agrilife.zoom.us/meeting/register/JwcvKA3zTRuUYyawtUdlGA


SOUTH CENTRAL

Jason Banta
Associate Professor and 
Extension Beef Cattle 
Specialist
Texas A&M University
jpbanta@ag.tamu.edu

0-to-3-month precipitation outlook as of Jan. 19, 2023

Source: National Weather Service – Climate Prediction Center, www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov

Probability (percent chance)

Leaning below

33–40%
40–50%

Leaning above

33–40%
40–50%

Likely above

50–60%
60–70%
70–80%
80–90%
90–100%

Likely below

50–60%
60–70%
70–80%
80–90%
90–100%

Equal chances

Calf visual eartag considerations

Visual identification of both 
cows and calves is an important 
management tool. Identification of 
calves makes it easier to monitor 
them to ensure they are doing well 
and to check on any that might be 
sick or have some type of problem.

The most common form of 
identification of calves is a visual 
eartag. Visual eartags come in a 
few different sizes and either two-
piece (tag and button) or one-piece 
options. The same-size tag used in 
cows can also be used in newborn 
calves if desired. Larger-size tags 
are easier to read and desirable if 
some of the heifer calves will be 
kept as replacements. Tag and text 
color also influence tag readability. 
White or yellow tags with black text 
are common because many people 
find them easier to read. In some 
situations, tag color may be used to 
identify different sexes or groups. 
Tags can also be custom printed with 
numbers on both the front and the 
back or with additional information 
like the owner’s name or phone 
number.

Calves may be tagged in numerical 
order or to match their dams; both 
strategies have advantages. One 
advantage of numerical order is: The 
calf can be tagged without knowing 
the dam. Calves can then be watched 
to match the pair up later.

Which ear the tag is placed in 
depends on user preference. Consider 
how the alley and squeeze chute are 
set up, and put the tag in the ear 
that will be easiest to read. Many 
producers place tags in the left ear for 
this reason. Putting the tag in the left 
ear is also beneficial for replacement 
heifers because it doesn’t interfere 
with brucellosis tattoos or tags.

Eartags should be applied about 
halfway between the base of the ear 
and the tip of the ear in the middle 
rib of the ear. Whenever possible, 
try to avoid any large blood vessels. 
When applying tags, it is important 
to keep the eartag applicator and the 
tags clean to help prevent infections. 
Disinfecting the equipment can 
also be helpful. If an infection does 
develop and the ear starts to hang 
lower than normal, the eartag should 

Consider how the 
alley and squeeze 
chute are set up, 
and put the tag in 

the ear that will be 
easiest to read.

be removed to allow the ear to heal. 
After the ear is healed, the tag can be 
cleaned and reused, or a new tag can 
be applied.  

Contact your CKP Trusted Risk Advisor today.

The USDA Risk Management  
Agency helps protect your  

Pasture, Rangeland, and Forage  
(PRF) from the elements.

877-CKP-INS1  (877-257-4671)  ckpinsurance.com

Let CKP Help You 
Protect Your PRF
Our trusted risk advisors are 
trained to help you analyze 
complicated insurance data so 
you: 
• Protect your land and 
livelihood against potential 
losses during times of drought. 
• Make the most informed 
decision for your business. 
• Never purchase unnecessary 
coverage and pay more  
than you need. 

Why now?
•  Very affordable – 
Government subsidized

•  Premiums are not  
due until October 1 

•  No adjusters needed
•  No record-keeping
•  Protects your cash flow

“Anyone can sell 
you a policy. But 
CKP invests the 
time to understand 
your individual 
needs and develop 
a strategy that will 
produce the best 
coverage results.”

Cover More Ground 
with CKP
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