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Calf Price Trends
Trend of the Highest Price Reported for Various Weight Calves, Average of 6 East & Central Texas Livestock Auctions

Chart created by Dr. Jason Banta, Extension Beef Cattle Specialist
For a weekly email copy of this chart please email amsensing@ag.tamu.edu or contact a Texas A&M AgriLife County Extension Agent
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Packer Cow PriceTrends 
Trend of High and Low Prices Reported for Packer Cows, Average of 6 East  & Central Texas Livestock Auctions

Chart created by Dr. Jason Banta, Extension Beef Cattle Specialist
For a weekly email copy of this chart please email amsensing@ag.tamu.edu or contact a Texas A&M AgriLife County Extension Agent



June 9: Dr. Vanessa Corriher-Olson

Drought Management

ALL PROGRAMS START AT 6 PM
To register, click the TITLE of each program or scan QR Code

AG IN 
THE EVENING

2026 virtual Zoom Educational Series  programs brought to
you by the Extension offices of Houston & Gregg Counties

Educational programs of the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service are open to all people without regard to race, color, sex, disability, religion, age, or
national origin, genetic information or veteran status. The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners

Courts of Texas Cooperating. Anyone needing special assistance at an Extension Program should contact the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Office at
936.544.7502 at least one week prior to the program or event. 

April 14: Dr. Vanessa Corriher-Olson
Fertilizer $$$  Now What??  

Previous recordings
available by clicking photo

May 12: Dr. Jason Banta

Grazing Strategies & Stocking Rate
Considerations

July 14: Dr. Jason Banta

Heifer Selection & Development

https://agrilife.zoom.us/meeting/register/97JSt5lwTGG1Gspu83Pw0g
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLM_IQA8SvVjp3_V0ybr6zQbVmd4Gho8QI
https://agrilife.zoom.us/meeting/register/6FYofCKHSSa2lPBU2fCcMQ
https://agrilife.zoom.us/meeting/register/6FYofCKHSSa2lPBU2fCcMQ
https://agrilife.zoom.us/meeting/register/6FYofCKHSSa2lPBU2fCcMQ
https://agrilife.zoom.us/meeting/register/LCoP4PGsTZ-Vy10RH-tN5g
https://agrilife.zoom.us/meeting/register/LCoP4PGsTZ-Vy10RH-tN5g
https://agrilife.zoom.us/meeting/register/LCoP4PGsTZ-Vy10RH-tN5g
https://agrilife.zoom.us/meeting/register/j8s2G7hHR6OyQ-hyJvYt_Q


SOUTH CENTRALWhen should calves be weaned?

0-to-3-month precipitation outlook as of June 20, 2024

Source: National Weather Service – Climate Prediction Center, www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov

Probability (percent chance)
Leaning below

33–40%
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Leaning above
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Likely above
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Likely below
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Equal chances

Weaning is part of cow-calf 
production, and it can occur at diff erent 
times for numerous reasons. Th ere is 
varying terminology associated with 
weaning depending on age of the calf, 
the weaning location (ranch of origin or 
trailer) and dictionary versus industry 
defi nitions.

From a dictionary standpoint, 
weaning is defi ned as the calf being 
removed from milk and direct contact 
with its dam. However, this is not how 
the industry would typically defi ne 
weaning. From an industry perspective, 
a weaned calf would be described as a 
calf that has been separated from its 
dam for at least 45 to 60 days.

Weaning can be categorized into 
three groups based on calf age and cow 
reproductive implications:

• Traditional weaning at 6 to 8 months 
of age

• Weaning one to two months earlier 
than normal to save or improve cow 
body condition score (BCS)

• Early weaning for immediate 
reproductive benefi ts (calves would be 
45 to 60 days old)

Most of the time, calves are weaned 
at 6 to 8 months of age, assuming cows 
are at or above a body condition score of 
4 and forage resources are adequate. If 
cows are in excellent condition, weaning 
can be delayed, allowing calves to get 
even older before weaning. However, 
calves should always be weaned at least 
60 days before the next calf is born to 
allow time for colostrum production.

Weaning calves one to two months 
earlier than normal is a cost-eff ective 
strategy to save body condition on 
cows or allow thinner cows more time 
to regain body condition before their 
next calf. Th is strategy is good to use to 
prevent cows from going below a body 
condition score of 4 or to save some 
extra body condition when dealing with 
drought.

In some situations, cow body 
condition score at calving may be too 
low for cows to come back into heat and 
get bred on time. Assuming a gestation 
length of 280 to 285 days, cows must 
get bred within 80 to 85 days of 
calving to maintain a 12-month calving 
interval. In these cases, early weaning 

Weaning calves one 
to two months earlier 
than normal is a cost-
effective strategy to 
save body condition 

on cows or allow 
thinner cows more 
time to regain body 

condition before their 
next calf.

Jason Banta
Associate Professor and 
Extension Beef Cattle 
Specialist
Texas A&M University
jason.banta@ag.tamu.edu

calves at 45 to 60 days of age can be 
used to help get cows to resume estrous 
and get bred. Removing calves at this 
age will generally get cows to come into 
heat within a few weeks.  

WWW.ABNRANCH.COM

Al & Bev Nessinger
702-863-6717
anessinger@aol.com
Walters, OK

Foundation sires • Broker • Calf buyback program • Registered cattleFoundation sires • Broker • Calf buyback program • Registered cattle

Top quality recipient cows carrying world class 
fullblood red Wagyu calves!

FOR SALE: 150 BRED RECIPIENT COWS

$7,500 *PER HEAD
Pricing – $7,500 and up

TOP QUALITY RECIPIENT COWS CARRYING WORLD 
CLASS FULLBLOOD RED WAGYU EMBRYO CALVES!

FOUNDATION SIRES TO CHOOSE FROM
SHIGEMARU • JC RUESHAW 75 • JUDO • HIKARI  
TAMAMARU • BIG AL • MASTER CHEF • RUESHAW
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