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Calf Price Trends
Trend of the Highest Price Reported for Various Weight Calves, Average of 6 East & Central Texas Livestock Auctions

Chart created by Dr. Jason Banta, Extension Beef Cattle Specialist
For a weekly email copy of this chart please email amsensing@ag.tamu.edu or contact a Texas A&M AgriLife County Extension Agent
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Packer Cow PriceTrends 
Trend of High and Low Prices Reported for Packer Cows, Average of 6 East  & Central Texas Livestock Auctions

Chart created by Dr. Jason Banta, Extension Beef Cattle Specialist
For a weekly email copy of this chart please email amsensing@ag.tamu.edu or contact a Texas A&M AgriLife County Extension Agent



DEDICATED TO

QUALITY
Texas Beef Quality Assurance promotes modern best management 
practices that are proven to help strengthen consumer confidence 
in beef as a wholesome food product.

IT’S NOT ABOUT A HERE-TODAY, GONE-TOMORROW TREND. 

Build trust, enhance your reputation and showcase your commitment to excellence by
attending a FREE training near you and earning your BQA certification.

Be proud of the beef you produce by learning best practices in beef safety, product
quality, environmental stewardship and animal well-being.

The majority of 2025 Texas BQA training participants:

Rated the program as excellent 

Planned to adopt at least one additional management practice

CONTACT TRUMAN LAMB TO REGISTER TRUMAN.LAMB@AG.TAMU.EDU OR 903-723-3735

Expected financial benefit from knowledge gained

Beef Quality Assurance Training

June 16, 2026

Registration: 10:00 a.m.
BQA Training: 10:30 - 3:00 p.m.
Free Lunch: Noon

Location: Anderson County Annex
703 N Mallard Street
Palestine, TX 75801



SOUTH CENTRALHay testing and NDF digestibility

Jason Banta
Associate Professor and 
Extension Beef Cattle 
Specialist
Texas A&M University
jpbanta@ag.tamu.edu

0-to-3-month precipitation outlook as of July 18, 2024

Source: National Weather Service – Climate Prediction Center, www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov
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Equal chances

A good hay test is valuable in 
designing an appropriate, cost-
e�ective supplementation plan for 
winter feeding. Hay quality cannot 
be judged based on looks or if it was 
fertilized or not. Often, some of the 
best-looking hay will test out to be 
some of the lowest quality.

Several factors in�uence hay 
quality including species, variety, 
maturity, temperature, nitrogen 
fertilizer, weather conditions during 
the hay-making process and moisture 
content of hay when it is baled.

Each cutting of hay should be 
sampled separately because they can 
vary greatly in quality depending on 
growing conditions. It works well 
to wait until the fall to sample all 
cuttings at the same time. Use a hay 
probe to collect samples from about 
10% of the bales from each cutting. 
Mix these samples together to 
create a composite for each cutting. 
If you don’t have a hay probe, check 
with your local county extension 
o�ce, as they may have one you can 
borrow. Unless the hay is extremely 
low quality, a good push-type hay 
probe is generally faster and easier 
to use than a drill-type probe. 
For round bales, sample from the 
rounded side.

A good hay test should provide 
values for the major analytical 
fractions. Values should always be 
listed on a dry matter basis. Below 
is an example of these fractions 
and values for one sample of 
bermudagrass hay.

• Adjusted crude protein: 11.5%

• Neutral detergent �ber (NDF): 
64.2%

• Starch: 2.9%

• Water-soluble carbohydrates: 6.2%

• Fatty acids: 0.61%

• Ash: 6.75%

• Residual organic matter (calculated 
by subtracting the above values from 
100): 7.84%

�e amount of each of these 
fractions and their digestibility will 
impact the total digestible nutrients 
(TDN) content of the hay. Some 
fractions are pretty consistent 
in digestibility, however, others, 
especially NDF digestibility, can 
vary greatly from sample to sample. 
Consequently, it is critical to get an 
estimate of NDF digestibility.

Unfortunately, not all forage 
testing labs are the same, and many 
don’t provide the best information 
to get a meaningful estimate of hay 
quality. Before sending a sample 
to a lab, it is best to visit with a 
ruminant nutritionist to determine 

which lab to send the sample to and 
which tests are most appropriate for 
your sample.  

WWW.ABNRANCH.COM

Al & Bev Nessinger
702-863-6717
anessinger@aol.com
Walters, OK
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June 9: Dr. Vanessa Corriher-Olson

Drought Management

ALL PROGRAMS START AT 6 PM
To register, click the TITLE of each program or scan QR Code

AG IN 
THE EVENING

2026 virtual Zoom Educational Series  programs brought to
you by the Extension offices of Houston & Gregg Counties

Educational programs of the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service are open to all people without regard to race, color, sex, disability, religion, age, or
national origin, genetic information or veteran status. The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners

Courts of Texas Cooperating. Anyone needing special assistance at an Extension Program should contact the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Office at
936.544.7502 at least one week prior to the program or event. 

April 14: Dr. Vanessa Corriher-Olson
Fertilizer $$$  Now What??  

Previous recordings
available by clicking photo

May 12: Dr. Jason Banta

Grazing Strategies & Stocking Rate
Considerations

July 14: Dr. Jason Banta

Heifer Selection & Development

https://agrilife.zoom.us/meeting/register/97JSt5lwTGG1Gspu83Pw0g
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLM_IQA8SvVjp3_V0ybr6zQbVmd4Gho8QI
https://agrilife.zoom.us/meeting/register/6FYofCKHSSa2lPBU2fCcMQ
https://agrilife.zoom.us/meeting/register/6FYofCKHSSa2lPBU2fCcMQ
https://agrilife.zoom.us/meeting/register/6FYofCKHSSa2lPBU2fCcMQ
https://agrilife.zoom.us/meeting/register/LCoP4PGsTZ-Vy10RH-tN5g
https://agrilife.zoom.us/meeting/register/LCoP4PGsTZ-Vy10RH-tN5g
https://agrilife.zoom.us/meeting/register/LCoP4PGsTZ-Vy10RH-tN5g
https://agrilife.zoom.us/meeting/register/j8s2G7hHR6OyQ-hyJvYt_Q

