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Calf Price Trends
Trend of the Highest Price Reported for Various Weight Calves, Average of 6 East & Central Texas Livestock Auctions

Chart created by Dr. Jason Banta, Extension Beef Cattle Specialist
For a weekly email copy of this chart please email amsensing@ag.tamu.edu or contact a Texas A&M AgriLife County Extension Agent
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Packer Cow PriceTrends 
Trend of High and Low Prices Reported for Packer Cows, Average of 6 East  & Central Texas Livestock Auctions

Chart created by Dr. Jason Banta, Extension Beef Cattle Specialist
For a weekly email copy of this chart please email amsensing@ag.tamu.edu or contact a Texas A&M AgriLife County Extension Agent



June 9: Dr. Vanessa Corriher-Olson

Drought Management

ALL PROGRAMS START AT 6 PM
To register, click the TITLE of each program or scan QR Code

AG IN 
THE EVENING

2026 virtual Zoom Educational Series  programs brought to
you by the Extension offices of Houston & Gregg Counties

Educational programs of the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service are open to all people without regard to race, color, sex, disability, religion, age, or
national origin, genetic information or veteran status. The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners

Courts of Texas Cooperating. Anyone needing special assistance at an Extension Program should contact the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Office at
936.544.7502 at least one week prior to the program or event. 

April 14: Dr. Vanessa Corriher-Olson
Fertilizer $$$  Now What??  

Previous recordings
available by clicking photo

May 12: Dr. Jason Banta

Grazing Strategies & Stocking Rate
Considerations

July 14: Dr. Jason Banta

Heifer Selection & Development

https://agrilife.zoom.us/meeting/register/97JSt5lwTGG1Gspu83Pw0g
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLM_IQA8SvVjp3_V0ybr6zQbVmd4Gho8QI
https://agrilife.zoom.us/meeting/register/6FYofCKHSSa2lPBU2fCcMQ
https://agrilife.zoom.us/meeting/register/6FYofCKHSSa2lPBU2fCcMQ
https://agrilife.zoom.us/meeting/register/6FYofCKHSSa2lPBU2fCcMQ
https://agrilife.zoom.us/meeting/register/LCoP4PGsTZ-Vy10RH-tN5g
https://agrilife.zoom.us/meeting/register/LCoP4PGsTZ-Vy10RH-tN5g
https://agrilife.zoom.us/meeting/register/LCoP4PGsTZ-Vy10RH-tN5g
https://agrilife.zoom.us/meeting/register/j8s2G7hHR6OyQ-hyJvYt_Q


SOUTH CENTRAL

0-to-3-month precipitation outlook as of Feb. 15, 2024

Source: National Weather Service – Climate Prediction Center, www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov

Probability (percent chance)

Leaning below

33–40%
40–50%

Leaning above

33–40%
40–50%

Likely above

50–60%
60–70%
70–80%
80–90%
90–100%

Likely below

50–60%
60–70%
70–80%
80–90%
90–100%

Equal chances

Jason Banta
Associate Professor and 
Extension Beef Cattle 
Specialist
Texas A&M University
jpbanta@ag.tamu.edu

Feed additives and horn fly control

When developing strategies for 
horn fl y control, it is important to 
distinguish among horn fl ies, stable 
fl ies and house fl ies.

Horn fl ies are smaller than both 
stable and house fl ies and are generally 
found on the backs or sides of cattle. 
During the heat of the day or if 
conditions are windy, horn fl ies will 
move to the belly of cattle. In contrast, 
stable fl ies will be found on the legs 
of cattle. Cattle grouped in a circle, 
especially in the spring, can be another 
indicator of stable fl ies. Cattle on the 
edge of the group will try to move 
toward the middle to get relief from 
stable fl ies. House fl ies are generally 
seen around the eyes and nose where 
they feed on mucus secretions.

Horn fl ies can be found resting on 
cattle except when they are laying eggs 
in or just under fresh manure patties. 
In contrast, stable and house fl ies are 
only found on cattle when they are 
feeding.

Th ere is no perfect control strategy 
for horn fl ies. Th e most eff ective 
control strategies generally involve the 
use of both a feed-through product and 
a topical insecticide. Th e remainder 
of this month’s column will focus on 
feed-through options.

Th ere are three common 
active ingredients used in feed-
through formulations: methoprene, 
difl ubenzuron and tetrachlorvinphos. 
Insect growth regulators like 
methoprene and difl ubenzuron don’t 
kill the adult fl ies but reduce fl y 
numbers by preventing eggs from 
developing into adults.

Common self-fed products that 
contain one of the above active 
ingredients include loose minerals, 
tubs, liquid feed and blocks. For 
feed-through products to provide the 
most benefi t, it is critical that the right 
dose is used and that cattle routinely 
consume enough of the product. 
Check the feed tag on the product for 
the dose and the recommended intake.

If using a feed product with 
methoprene, difl ubenzuron or 
tetrachlorvinphos, it is best to start 
feeding these products early in the 
year. For producers in the southern 
part of the country, it may make sense 
to feed these products throughout the 
entire year.

If pastures need to be sprayed for 
small armyworms or grasshoppers, 
check the label to see if the product 
being considered may also help 
suppress fl y numbers. Some products 
that contain difl ubenzuron are labeled 

The most effective 
control strategies 

generally involve the 
use of both a feed-

through product and a 
topical insecticide.

to control armyworms, grasshoppers 
and suppress horn fl y emergence 
from manure patties for two weeks or 
longer.  

YEARLINGS TO 2-YEAR-OLDS

STARTING AT $5,000 AND UP

Located in Walters, Oklahoma

702-863-6717 • abnranch@gmail.com

www.ABNRANCH.com
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