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Calf Price Trends
Trend of the Highest Price Reported for Various Weight Calves, Average of 6 East & Central Texas Livestock Auctions

Chart created by Dr. Jason Banta, Extension Beef Cattle Specialist
For a weekly email copy of this chart please email amsensing@ag.tamu.edu or contact a Texas A&M AgriLife County Extension Agent
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Packer Cow PriceTrends 
Trend of High and Low Prices Reported for Packer Cows, Average of 6 East  & Central Texas Livestock Auctions

Chart created by Dr. Jason Banta, Extension Beef Cattle Specialist
For a weekly email copy of this chart please email amsensing@ag.tamu.edu or contact a Texas A&M AgriLife County Extension Agent



June 9: Dr. Vanessa Corriher-Olson

Drought Management

ALL PROGRAMS START AT 6 PM
To register, click the TITLE of each program or scan QR Code

AG IN 
THE EVENING

2026 virtual Zoom Educational Series  programs brought to
you by the Extension offices of Houston & Gregg Counties

Educational programs of the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service are open to all people without regard to race, color, sex, disability, religion, age, or
national origin, genetic information or veteran status. The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners

Courts of Texas Cooperating. Anyone needing special assistance at an Extension Program should contact the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Office at
936.544.7502 at least one week prior to the program or event. 

April 14: Dr. Vanessa Corriher-Olson
Fertilizer $$$  Now What??  

Previous recordings
available by clicking photo

May 12: Dr. Jason Banta

Grazing Strategies & Stocking Rate
Considerations

July 14: Dr. Jason Banta

Heifer Selection & Development

https://agrilife.zoom.us/meeting/register/97JSt5lwTGG1Gspu83Pw0g
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLM_IQA8SvVjp3_V0ybr6zQbVmd4Gho8QI
https://agrilife.zoom.us/meeting/register/6FYofCKHSSa2lPBU2fCcMQ
https://agrilife.zoom.us/meeting/register/6FYofCKHSSa2lPBU2fCcMQ
https://agrilife.zoom.us/meeting/register/6FYofCKHSSa2lPBU2fCcMQ
https://agrilife.zoom.us/meeting/register/LCoP4PGsTZ-Vy10RH-tN5g
https://agrilife.zoom.us/meeting/register/LCoP4PGsTZ-Vy10RH-tN5g
https://agrilife.zoom.us/meeting/register/LCoP4PGsTZ-Vy10RH-tN5g
https://agrilife.zoom.us/meeting/register/j8s2G7hHR6OyQ-hyJvYt_Q
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South Central: Horn fly control options
Jason Banta (/authors/684-jason-banta)
April 23, 2025

Horn flies can be a frustrating pest to deal with. There is no perfect strategy for controlling
them, and the most successful strategies generally require more than one approach. The
most frequently used options to control horn flies include topical insecticides and the use of
insect growth regulators. Another strategy some folks are having success with is a walk-
through fly trap.

When using topical insecticides, it is important to consider how long an application will typi‐
cally last and how easy it is to gather the cattle and apply the insecticide throughout the sea‐
son. Additionally, it is important to consider what chemical classes are available within an
application method to allow for rotation of chemical classes.

Topical insecticides can be applied through eartags (aka fly tags), pour-ons, sprays, dusts,
rubs or gel capsules. Unfortunately, due to horn flies developing resistance, none of the in‐
secticides work as well as they did when they were originally released. However, when used
appropriately, they can still provide good benefits.

Of these options, fly tags will provide the longest control, and applying two tags per animal
will provide better control than just one tag. Fly tags should be placed on the bottom third of
the front side of the ear. The insecticide is slowly released from the tag over time and, as cat‐
tle groom themselves, the insecticide is transferred from the eartag onto the animal. It is im‐
portant to remove fly tags in the fall to help reduce horn fly resistance. Using a pour-on at
the same time fly tags are applied can provide additional benefit.

Pour-ons and sprays work well when it is easy to gather cattle and treat them multiple times
throughout the season. Rubs and dust bags can be successful if placed where cattle are forced
to use them.
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Insect growth regulators work by preventing eggs from developing into adults. They are typi‐
cally delivered in a mineral supplement or with a bolus. Methoprene is a common insect
growth regulator added to mineral at either a 0.01% or 0.014% concentration. For most op‐
erations, it is critical to use the 0.014% concentration to provide an adequate dose based on
current cow weights.

Walk-through fly traps won’t work for all operations but could be used when rotating cattle
from pasture to pasture or forcing cattle to come through them to access a water source.
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