S per CWT

Calf Price Trends

Trend of the Highest Price Reported for Various Weight Calves, Average of 6 East & Central Texas Livestock Auctions
Chart created by Dr. Jason Banta, Extension Beef Cattle Specialist
For a weekly email copy of this chart please email amsensing@ag.tamu.edu or contact a Texas A&M Agrilife County Extension Agent
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Packer Cow PriceTrends

Trend of High and Low Prices Reported for Packer Cows, Average of 6 East & Central Texas Livestock Auctions

Chart created by Dr. Jason Banta, Extension Beef Cattle Specialist

For a weekly email copy of this chart please email amsensing@ag.tamu.edu or contact a Texas A&M Agrilife County Extension Agent
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Shredding pastures

is rarely a

HOULD I shred my pastures?”
S This is a question asked by many

beef cattle and forage producers.
To answer this, one must consider the
potential impacts of shredding pastures
on animal performance, forage qual-
ity, forage yield, weed control, and any
other factors specific to the situation.

While shredding immediately improves
pastures visually, it is generally not
extremely effective from a weed or brush
control standpoint. Shredding may kill
some annual weeds, but the damage
from those weeds was likely already
done. They will be dying at the end of the
growing season anyway. Moreover, the
efficacy of shredding pastures to control
perennial weeds and most brush species
is generally even less.

From a forage yield perspective, the
appropriate use of herbicides is more
advantageous than shredding pas-
tures. Weeds reduce forage yield by
competing with desirable plant species
for water, sunlight, and plant nutri-
ents; however, herbicides kill weeds
when they are small. This greatly
minimizes the impact of weeds on for-
age yield. Additionally, herbicides with
residual activity can continue to kill
new weeds as they germinate. Shred-
ding only cuts off the top portion of the
weeds that are currently growing in
the pasture and has no effect on the
weeds that are below the blade height
or weeds that will germinate in the
near future.

Shredding also has a direct negative
effect on forage yield. Some forage is
lost when pastures are shredded, but
the amount of lost forage will vary
depending on the height at which
plants are shredded, the primary
forage species, and the amount of
forage currently in the field. If there is
a large amount of cut forage left in the
field after shredding, it can slow plant
regrowth by blocking sunlight.

From a forage quality standpoint,
consider how forage quality changes
throughout the canopy from the top to
the bottom. The newest growth will be

solution

the highest quality forage. For most
grass species, the majority of this new
growth is found in the top one-third of
the canopy.

For instance, take an actively grow-
ing bermudagrass stand with a canopy
height of 12 inches. The highest quality
forage would be found in the top one-
third of the canopy, whereas the oldest

Mechanically removing weeds and forage
seedheads is not usually cost-effective.

growth and lowest quality forage is in
the bottom one-third of the canopy. The
forage in the middle third of the canopy
would be intermediate in quality to

the top and bottom. If this field were
shredded to a height of 6 inches, then
all the best quality forage and half of
the intermediate quality forage would
be removed. This would leave less,
lower quality forage for cattle to graze
until sufficient regrowth has occurred.
During this time, animal performance
would be reduced.

Some shredding exceptions

Shredding might be necessary in
some situations. Selective shredding
may provide better access to recre-
ational areas. Shredding might also be
desirable to keep grass shorter around
buildings or other structures for safety
reasons. If pastures or hayfields are
surrounded by highly sensitive plants
or located near neighborhoods, then
shredding may be desired over the use
of herbicides. In these scenarios, the

by Jason Banta

alternative benefit would be prioritized
over cost, forage production, or forage
quality considerations.

Another situation when shredding
might prove beneficial is if there is a
tremendous amount of dormant forage
or weeds that are preventing active
growth of the other species. In this case,
shredding will only be worthwhile if it
stimulates new growth of the desired
forage. The most practical use of this
approach is in fields that have not been
hayed or grazed for a year or more.

The time requirements and cost of
shredding compared to using herbi-
cides for weed control vary. At 3 miles
per hour (mph), a 12-foot shredder
could cover 4.36 acres per hour. At
the same 3 mph, a sprayer with an
effective spray width of 28 feet could
cover 10.18 acres per hour. To shred a
100-acre pasture, it would take almost
23 hours, but that same field could be
sprayed in about 10 hours.

In most situations, sprayers can oper-
ate at faster speeds than shredders.

If the 100-acre field were sprayed at 5
mph, it could be covered in about six
hours. Therefore, spraying would save a
tremendous amount of time and diesel
fuel compared to shredding. The tractor
would also be operated at lower revo-
lutions per minute (rpm) for spraying
compared to shredding, saving even
more diesel.

For a full economic comparison, the
cost of the sprayer, shredder, and herbi-
cide products would need to be con-
sidered. In most cases, the cost of the
sprayer and herbicide will be less than
the shredder, especially when the added
diesel and labor are accounted for.

So, that brings us back to the original
question: Should I shred my pastures?
Shredding is not advantageous if
enhancing animal performance, weed
control, or forage yield is the focus.
However, it may be the solution in some
cases for safety or aesthetic purposes. e

JASON BANTA

The author is a beef cattle
specialist for Texas A&M
AgriLife Extension based

in Overton, Texas.
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AG IN
THE EVENING

2026 virtual Zoom Educational Series programs brought to
you by the Extension offices of Houston & Gregg Counties

ALL PROGRAMS START AT 6 PM
To register, click the TITLE of each program or scan QR Code

April 14: Dr. Vanessa Corriher-Olson iz
Fertilizer $$$ Now What?? AT

May 12: Dr. Jason Banta

Grazing Strategies & Stocking Rate
Considerations

June 9: Dr. Vanessa Corriher-Olson mgmmm

TEXAS A&GM
GRILIFE Previous recordings
~ EXTENSION available by clicking photo

Educational programs of the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service are open to all people without regard to race, color, sex, disability, religion, age, or
national origin, genetic information or veteran status. The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners
Courts of Texas Cooperating. Anyone needing special assistance at an Extension Program should contact the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Office at

936.544.7502 at least one week prior to the program or event.


https://agrilife.zoom.us/meeting/register/97JSt5lwTGG1Gspu83Pw0g
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLM_IQA8SvVjp3_V0ybr6zQbVmd4Gho8QI
https://agrilife.zoom.us/meeting/register/6FYofCKHSSa2lPBU2fCcMQ
https://agrilife.zoom.us/meeting/register/6FYofCKHSSa2lPBU2fCcMQ
https://agrilife.zoom.us/meeting/register/6FYofCKHSSa2lPBU2fCcMQ
https://agrilife.zoom.us/meeting/register/LCoP4PGsTZ-Vy10RH-tN5g
https://agrilife.zoom.us/meeting/register/LCoP4PGsTZ-Vy10RH-tN5g
https://agrilife.zoom.us/meeting/register/LCoP4PGsTZ-Vy10RH-tN5g
https://agrilife.zoom.us/meeting/register/j8s2G7hHR6OyQ-hyJvYt_Q

