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Calf Price Trends
Trend of the Highest Price Reported for Various Weight Calves, Average of 6 East & Central Texas Livestock Auctions

Chart created by Dr. Jason Banta, Extension Beef Cattle Specialist
For a weekly email copy of this chart please email amsensing@ag.tamu.edu or contact a Texas A&M AgriLife County Extension Agent
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Packer Cow PriceTrends 
Trend of High and Low Prices Reported for Packer Cows, Average of 6 East  & Central Texas Livestock Auctions

Chart created by Dr. Jason Banta, Extension Beef Cattle Specialist
For a weekly email copy of this chart please email amsensing@ag.tamu.edu or contact a Texas A&M AgriLife County Extension Agent



SOUTH CENTRALHaving a drought plan saves money

Jason Banta
Associate Professor and 
Extension Beef Cattle 
Specialist
Texas A&M University
jpbanta@ag.tamu.edu

0-to-3-month precipitation outlook as of Jan. 20, 2022

Source: National Weather Service – Climate Prediction Center, www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov

Probability (percent chance)
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Unfortunately, drought and 
abnormally dry conditions are ongoing 
and have spread across much of the 
region. Additionally, current forecasts 
call for these conditions to continue 
and spread into additional areas. 
During these times, it is important 
to have plans in place to deal with 
drought conditions and be prepared for 
reduced forage production this spring 
due to limited moisture.

Preservation of pasture and range 
health is critical. Overgrazing will 
have detrimental effects on both 
introduced and native forages. When 
grazing is limited, stocking rates 
should be reduced or cattle should be 
moved to a sacrifice pasture and fed 
there. This will allow other pastures to 
recover more quickly when conditions 
improve.

If nitrogen fertilizer is part of the 
normal forage management plan, it 
is critical to consider how potential 
reductions in the amount of nitrogen 
fertilizer applied will impact forage 
production and protein content. Even 
though nitrogen prices are higher 
than they have been in the last few 
years, nitrogen cannot be eliminated 
without reducing stocking rates 
even more. When considering the 
cost of supplementing low-quality 
forage, even at current prices, some 
nitrogen fertilizer this spring and early 
summer will be cost-effective for many 
operations.

Research has demonstrated that 
it takes less water to produce a ton 
of forage as nitrogen fertilization 
increases. A nitrogen source that has 
little or no volatility concerns (e.g., 
ammonium nitrate) can be applied and 
waiting for any unexpected showers. 
Applying this strategy to some fields 
will allow for more forage production 
with limited rainfall.

Cow body condition is one of the 
most important factors in achieving 
high pregnancy rates. To optimize 
pregnancy rates, 2- and 3-year-old 
females should be in a body condition 
score (BCS) of 6 or greater at calving. 
Cows 4 years old or older should be 
in a BCS of 5 or greater at calving. 
If cows are in poor body condition, 
it may be necessary to early wean 
calves at 6 to 8 weeks old to ensure 
cows come back into heat and get 
bred during the breeding season. This 
strategy also reduces feed costs in most 
situations, and when fed a properly 
formulated ration, these calves will 
perform well.

In most droughts, early reductions 

in herd size are best from a financial 
standpoint. Extension fact sheets on 
herd reduction strategies and other 
drought considerations can be found 
on extension websites.  

Preservation of 
pasture and range 
health is critical. 

Overgrazing will have 
detrimental effects on 
both introduced and 

native forages.

Contact your CKP Trusted Risk Advisor today.

The USDA Risk Management  
Agency helps protect your  

Pasture, Rangeland, and Forage  
(PRF) from the elements.

877-CKP-INS1  (877-257-4671)  ckpinsurance.com

Let CKP Help You 
Protect Your PRF
Our trusted risk advisors are 
trained to help you analyze 
complicated insurance data so 
you: 
• Protect your land and 
livelihood against potential 
losses during times of drought. 
• Make the most informed 
decision for your business. 
• Never purchase unnecessary 
coverage and pay more  
than you need. 

Why now?
•  Very affordable – 
Government subsidized

•  Premiums are not  
due until October 1 

•  No adjusters needed
•  No record-keeping
•  Protects your cash flow

“Anyone can sell 
you a policy. But 
CKP invests the 
time to understand 
your individual 
needs and develop 
a strategy that will 
produce the best 
coverage results.”

Cover More Ground 
with CKP
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Feb 10: Dr. Vanessa Corriher-Olson

The 4 R’s of Nutrient Management

Jan 13: Dr. Jason Banta

Bull Selection for Cow-Calf Producers

March 10: Dr. Jason Banta

Factors Affecting Forage & Hay Quality

ALL PROGRAMS START AT 6 PM
To register, click the TITLE of each program or scan QR Code

2026 virtual Zoom Educational Series  programs brought to
you by the Extension offices of Houston & Gregg Counties

Educational programs of the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Service are open to all people without regard to race, color, sex, disability, religion, age, or
national origin, genetic information or veteran status. The Texas A&M University System, U.S. Department of Agriculture, and the County Commissioners

Courts of Texas Cooperating. Anyone needing special assistance at an Extension Program should contact the Texas A&M AgriLife Extension Office at
936.544.7502 at least one week prior to the program or event. 

AG IN 
THE EVENING

Previous recordings available by 
clicking photo

https://agrilife.zoom.us/meeting/register/nDMDbpjHSPe8XSAmhSr57g
https://agrilife.zoom.us/meeting/register/nQR24RghRcGrpXRPfoU2Jw
https://agrilife.zoom.us/meeting/register/pMDt6mopShiijfO42SL0KQ
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLM_IQA8SvVjp3_V0ybr6zQbVmd4Gho8QI



