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Perennial Grass Variety Test--Angleton

G. W. Evers*

SUMMARY

Dry matter production during the second year of a dallisgrass and
hybrid bermudagrass variety test ranged from 7216 to 9622 1b/ac.
Coastal, Tifton 44 and Alicia produced in excess of 9000 1b/ac.

Introduction

Hybrid bermudagrasses are the most popular and widely grown grasses
in the Southeastern United States. They are primarily adapted to deep,
well drained sandy and loam soils which are predominant in that area of
the United States. Performance of these hybrid bermudagrasses in
comparison to dallisgrass on poorly drained, clay rice soils has never
been documented.

Methods and Materials

Coastal, Callie, Alicia, Tifton 44 and SS-16 bermudagrasses and
dallisgrass were established in the fall of 1979 on a Lake Charles clay
at Angleton. Plots were 6 x 15 ft in a Randomized Block design with
four replications. Five hundred pounds of 13-13-13 per acre were applied
on March 20 plus 50 1b nitrogen on June 19 and July 30. Three pounds
of Princep per acre were applied on Feb. 17. Plots were harvested six
times during the year.

Results and Discussion

The six grasses separated into a high yielding (Coastal, Tifton 44
and Alicia) and low yielding (dallisgrass, Callie and SS-16) group with
a difference of about 2000 1b/ac (Table 1). Coastal had the most
production and Callie and SS-16 the least at the first harvest. The
most striking performance difference was the very low dallisgrass produc-
tion (191 1b) compared to the bermudas (711 to 940 1b) at the Oct. 27
harvest. The preceeding growing period was hotter and drier than normal.
The morphological and physiological factors which make dallisgrass tolerant
of wet soils may also limit dallisgrass growth during very dry periods.
The 1980 yields are also presented for comparison.

* Associate professor, Texas A&M Agricultural Research and Extension
Center, Angleton, Texas 77515.
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